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Highlights of Press Briefing 8 April, 2020

Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, Leader of Opposition (Rajya Sabha) addressed the
media today.
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All the Congress ruled states Chief Minister’s have demanded extension
of the lockdown and what is Congress Party’s opinion on extension of
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On another question we are given to understand that Home Secretary
and other secretaries gave a detailed presentation, what was about that,
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On another question that you have been Union Health Minister as well,
so, you would know this situation much clear. The problem with India is
we are not testing as per the population level, we are testing much less
that is one of the reason why experts are saying that the numbers shown
to us, the figures given to us are much-much less, so one of the reason is
Government has allowed private sectors to test, but, the cost is very high,
Rs. 4,500, which a common man cannot afford, what is the Congress’
opinion, Shri Azad said- as a matter of fact, this was my first point, I
raised. There are agriculture, labour, extra issues that was my number two
and number three, but, my first point, which I raised, was this virus stroke,
health workers. I started with this, but, what is the most important is the
Doctors, nurses, hospital administration, employees, sanitization workers,
frontline workers are have to be protected and we have to provide them the
Personal Protection Equipments, we have to provide them masks, we have
the shortage of ventilators and the testing facilities are totally inadequate
and which is why I said that we should immediately double or triple the
numbers of BSL-2 and BSL-3 laboratories. I also mentioned that it doesn’t
cost more than two crore Rupees capital cost per unit. So, if you set up 200
more laboratories that means just 400 crores which is not much and I said
where there is the testing is totally inadequate for population or 1.3 billion
and I also said that the testing has to be totally free.
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